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January 11, 2017

Thelma King Thiel, Chair
Liver Health Initiative
504 Blick Drive
Silver Spring, MD 20904

Dear Ms. Thiel:

The American College of Gastroenterology supports the work of the Liver Health Initiative to ensure that individuals understand the impact that their choices and behaviors can have on the liver and its hundreds of life sustaining functions.   ACG applauds your efforts to ensure that liver health education is included in the final report of the National Academies of Sciences-Engineering-Medicine National Strategy for the Elimination of Viral Hepatitis B and C in the United States.



As an organization of gastroenterology and hepatology specialists who are committed to digestive health including the health and integrity of the liver, the College recognizes the importance of education that empowers young people to assess their own risk behaviors, seek testing for potential viral infection, and avoid future activities that could potentially harm the liver.  

Based the research studies you shared, as well as extensive evaluations of similar liver health education programs, ACG supports inclusion of liver health education as a critical component of liver disease prevention efforts by the National Academies in their final report to the nation.
 

Very Truly Yours,
[image: ]
Carol A. Burke, MD, FACG
ACG President

cc:  	Bradley C. Stillman, Esq. ACG Executive Director bstillman@gi.org
Brian L. Strom, MD, MPH, chancellor@rbhs.rutgers.edu
Gillian Buckley, gbuckley@nas.edu
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